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3 March 1961

Deputy Director of Security
3 Status of Pllot Assessment Program, Project IDEALIET

REPERERCY i 4. Operations Policy Letter Ho. 12, duted % December 1960

B. HNemorendum fyom ASST CH/IPD to Deputy Director of
Security, dated O Jamuary 1961; Zubject: “Assessment
of Pllote Involved in Overflight of the Soviet Bloe”
{1p£4~0132)

i. In the intcrests of clurification, I belleve a feow points brought
out in Reference B should be somewhat amplified. First of all, it wes our
intention that the proposed sssesmment in this instance be Limited to pilot
personnel of Project IDEALIST. We are currently engaged iv an scross-the-
board screenlng of the ten remaining JDEALIST pilote, with a view to materi-
ally wveducing theily mumber to conform with the delimited mission of that

Project. 25X1A9a
2. This present screening program 1s fairly well alons ap of this dste,
includes not caly the results provided by %8 outlined in

paragraph 2, Relference B, but imputs from unit commanders dealing with opers-
tional comsiderstions, updated security aad CI records, and medical Informa-
tion brought out in an extensive physiological rescreening undertaken by the
This phase of our plamned reduc-
100 program will Bot ve completed for several months.

3. f%he action suggested by paragreph 2, Reference B, will necessarily
cone the IDEALIST pilots are reduced from their presemt nunbers, snd
prior 1o such time s2 any operaticanl flights of the Soviet Bloc are setive
sonsidered. Ian other words, DPD plans to effect reduction of pilet streagth
simply az an in-house atministrative action, leaving nay more formel consid-
eration of risk of capture factors, as outlined in Referemce 4, to & later
date. As soon as we have s clearer picture of the time enveloped for our
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aetions, I shall be ia touch with you. In the mesntime, I 4o not pelieve
Shere 1§ agy requirement for immediate action on your part, mor oa the
part of any Ageacy elsment acting in support to you under your risk of
eapture responsibilities.

SighED
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5 = %C ,/gP%?tw/o att
6 - AC/DPD, wfo att

7 - D/S0, w/o att

8 - c/oep/oPs, w/o att
9 - DPD/INTEL, w/o att
10 - DPD/PERS, w/o att
11 - IPD/RI, w/o att
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